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Legal Affairs Committee Rejects Proposed Sentencing for Quarantine Violators
 New proposals approved by the Committee

chicago, 15.04.2020, 18:59 Time

USPA NEWS - The Legal Affairs Committee of the Albanian Parliament has made some changes to the government proposal for
harsh prison sentences and other penalties for violators of lockdown measures.

The Committee rejected and changed the proposal for double sentencing, in fines and prison sentences, and decreased some of the
sentences today.

Last week, the government proposed to Parliament to change the Criminal Code, to include prison sentences up to 15 years for
violators of quarantine. The proposal was slammed by a group of 30 human rights organizations for being inhumane, disproportionate
and in violation of individual rights and freedom. The Albanian president also warned that disproportional sentences would be
unconstitutional.

Exit News had previously argued that the proposal for double sentencing on the same charge is unconstitutional, based on a
Constitutional Court decision from 2012 that stipulated such legal provision violates the constitutional principle of proportionality.

However, several issues remain unresolved regarding the proposed changes to the Criminal Code, despite changes made at the
Committee today:

The proposed changes are undergoing an expedited procedure, which the Constitution (art.81 and 82) clearly prohibits for several
laws, including the Criminal Code.

Same sentences are foreseen for quarantine violators, independently if they are infected or not during lockdown.

The sentence of up to fifteen years in prison for quarantine offenders is disproportionate in relation to the situation 
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